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will find that there is enough money for
tax relief.

And I can understand why some—I
mean, I don’t understand it, but some peo-
ple want to increase the size of the Federal
Government. And if the people that are
running those ads here in Florida want to
travel the State and say, “Support us be-
cause we want to increase the size of the
Federal Government,” I think they’re going
to find a lot of people aren’t going to listen.

Thank you all.

Faith-Based Initiative

Q. Youre not backing down off your
faith-based program, are you?

The President. Oh, not at all, no. Our
faith-based—we’ve submitted a package to

the United States Congress. I'm proud of
the Faith-Based Initiative. There is a lot
of bipartisan support on the Hill.

And somebody mentioned something
about an article today. I havent read it
yet. But no, we're moving forward. It’s the
right thing to do.

Q. Thank you, sir.

The President. Okay, see you all soon.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:45 a.m. during a tour of Airman Bryant’s
residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Gen. Michael E.
Ryan, USAF, Chief of Staff; and Chloe Bry-
ant, Airman Bryant’s daughter. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the Youth Activities Center at Tyndall Air Force Base
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S. Sgi. Amy R. Justice. Thank you for
coming, sir. We're really looking forward
to this.

The President. T'm looking forward to
hearing from them. But one of the things
I—my job as the Commander in Chief is
to boost morale in the military. In order
to keep the peace, the military must be
strong and morale has got to be high. And
I've come to talk about base housing. We
want to make sure people are well housed
in the military, and there’s some money
in my budget to do that.

[At this point, a baby cried. ]

The President. Don’t worry about it. Base
housing’s on the way. [Laughter]

I got to see new housing, and I got to
see not-so-new housing. And it was impor-
tant to do so, and I appreciate the general
giving me a tour. Anyway, thanks for letting
me come by.

And by the way, I'm proud to be trav-
eling with my brother Jeb. If you've got

any problems, write him—[laughter]—and
the two Congressmen from this area. Con-
gressman  Boyd and  Congressman
Scarborough are with us. And of course,
General Mike Ryan, who is from the Joint
Chiefs. I appreciate you being here, Gen-
eral, as well.

But thank you all very much for giving
me a chance to come. I look forward to
hearing what you have to say, and it’s your
chance to give the Commander in Chief
a few suggestions. And I'm interested.

I do want to say that I know a lot of
families are worried about all the deploy-
ments that take place. And we’ll honor our
commitments. But the mission of this mili-
tary is going to be, to be ready to fight
and win war and, therefore, stop war from
happening in the first place. And I think
that’s important for all of the folks who
wear the uniform and their spouses to hear.
The mission will be well focused, and that’s
what we’ll be focusing our resources and
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attention on. I take it very seriously, be-
cause—and I believe strongly that we're
going to be able to keep the peace. It's
a noble mission for all of us involved with
the military.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. at
the center, where he was welcomed by S.
Sgt. Amy R. Justice, USAF, 325th Medical
Group. In his remarks, he referred to Brig.
Gen. William F. Hodgkins, USAF, com-
mander, 325th Fighter Wing; and Gov. Jeb
Bush of Florida. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to the Rotary Club and Chamber of Commerce in Panama City,

Florida
March 12, 2001

The President. Thank you all. Sit down,
Governor. [Laughter] Well, T'm glad I
came. Thank you for the invitation.

Audience members. We're glad to have
you. [Laughter]

The President. It's one of these respon-
sive meetings. [Laughter] Governor—what
a good man he is. The key to our success
is pretty simple: We listen to our mother.
And she is still telling us what to do. I'm
listening about half the time.

I appreciate the two United States Con-
gressmen who are here. Joe, thank you very
much, and Allen, thank you very much,
as well. I'm honored to have you both here.
I've had some good visits with both of the
Members. Sometimes we agree; sometimes
we don’t agree. But the thing about these
two men is that we're going to agree to
be respectful to each other. And that’s what
this country wants.

I want to thank the members of the
Rotary. I want to thank the members of
the chamber. I want to thank the economic
development folks who gave me an oppor-
tunity to come and talk about what’s on
my mind. Walking in, the man from the
Rotary said, “Our slogan is: Create aware-
ness and take action.” And that’s exactly
why I'm here. I want to create awareness
about a commonsense budget and ask you
to take action to help me get it passed.
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It’s good to see the leaders of the Florida
Legislature, members elected to the state-
wide—on the ticket here in Florida. I want
to thank you all for coming. I know there’s
a lot of local officials here. I always believe
the government closest to the people is that
which governs best. So I appreciate you
all being here.

It was my honor to go to Tyndall today,
to see the good folks who wear the uniform
of the United States military, to tell them
how much I appreciate their service to the
country. I'm reminded today of how dan-
gerous service can be. We lost some serv-
icemen today in Kuwait on a training acci-
dent. I hope you'll join me in a moment
of silence for those soldiers and their fami-
lies.

[A moment of silence was observed.]

The President. God bless.

I'm here to talk about a budget. And
there’s a lot of talk in Washington about
budgets, but here’s what I believe. I believe
the people who can best affect the budget
are the people who pay the bills in the
first place, the taxpayers of America.

Sometimes it seems like we tend to talk
to ourselves in Washington. And that’s why
I like to travel around the country, talking
to the people who have got most at stake
in the budget negotiations that go on in
the Nation’s Capital.
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